Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 13th July, 2011 at 7.30 pm
  
Cathaoirleach:        Councillor Michael Farrelly
 
Other Members:     Councillors Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick,
Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty., 
Dolores Minogue, Finnan McCoy
 Officials:               
Miriam Roe, 
Town Clerk
Sean O’Reilly, Actn’g Senior Executive Engineer 
Paddy Donnelly, Acting DOS


In Attendance:
Bernadette Woods, Head of Finance

Veronica and William Martin, V&W Recycling


Apologies:

Cllr Mary Kavanagh,  Joe McGuinness

-------------------------------
MINUTE  58/11

Minutes
The minutes of the annual general meeting held on 8th June 2011 were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. McKenny.

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 8th June 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Hatrick, seconded by Cllr Minogue.

MINUTE 59/11

Matters Arising
Following on from June meeting it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Minogue and seconded by Cllr Tenanty to write to the VEC regarding a Youth Reach Centre in the mid Louth area.

De La Salle House - Cllr Minogue enquired as to the progress of this item previously on the Agenda.  P Donnelly responded that a meeting had been sought at a time which was mutually agreeable to both parties. However, J McGuinness was on leave at present.

MINUTE 60/11

V&W Recycling
Veronica & William Martin, V&W Recycling gave a presentation regarding the new recycling centre which it is hoped will be opening Ardee at end of August.

A history of V&W was outlined and it was stated that Ardee would be similar to Dundalk and Drogheda facilities.  The types of materials accepted for recycling was also outlined. There would be a strong emphasis on educating people and a full time education officer would be on site.
A discussion followed during which Cllrs welcomed this centre to the town and wished Veronica and William well with their venture.

Cllr Malone enquired as to how many jobs might be created.  William was unable to say at this stage but it was hoped that as more people used the facility then jobs would be created.

MINUTE 61/11

Annual Financial Statement
The AFS was passed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Minogue.

B Woods stated that Ardee was in a good position at present.  However, collection rates are down.  It was also stated that LCC are very willing to work out payment plans for anyone finding it difficult to pay their rates.  She outlined the many ways which people could pay using standing orders, direct debits, pay over the phone using cards etc.
Cllr McCoy stated that LCC have facilitated people with restructured payment plans. Cllr Malone asked if there were any plans to have a revenue collector in the town again.  B Woods stated that the decision to take Revenue Collectors in house was made following decision made a national level.
Cllr McGeough acknowledged that there were issues regarding security etc, but that the revenue collector knew people and was a first point of contact between people and LCC.
Cllr Tenanty stated that the personal element was gone and that a great resource was lost.  B Woods stated that LCC had lost a number of collectors but agreed to look at the feasibility of having the remaining collectors back on a limited basis.

MINUTE 62/11

Ardee Walled Town Day
The report circulated by Brendan McSherry was discussed.

Cllr Malone extended congratulations to all involved on the success of the Tain Walk.
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr McGeough to send thanks to John Rafferty for his talk to school children and tour of Ardee Castle.

Cllr Tenanty stated that a tour bus stops in the town on Tuesdays and that the castle and Old St Marys should be available for people to visit.

Cllr McCoy stated that negotiations were ongoing to secure a tourist information office for the town and that Ardee Castle may be open on a daily basis when this happens.

MINUTE 63/11

Improve our Town Competition

A progress report was given by the Town Clerk regarding the competition.  Discussion followed regarding the awards presentation.  Cllr McCoy stated that he would sponsor the wine for the event.

MINUTE 64/11
Planned Works

Sean O’Reilly stated that the following works would be carried out over the coming weeks, whilst they weren’t all situated within the Town Boundary, the Cllrs might want to know for information purposes:
Surface Dressing/Blacktop works: -

Adjacent to Darver Castle and on the Louth Village-Readypenny
From the speed limit signs on John Street to Shanlis Cross

Ardee/Dunleer Road, commencing at Hale Street and heading towards Hoathstown. 

Shanlis to Purcellstown on the R165.
Various sections on the Riverstown-Stabannon Road

Various sections of the Churchtown – Artnalivery Road.
Other Works: -
Main Street Works – Manholes at Irish Street will be raised to road level.
Blacktop works on the Drogheda Road are being carried out at night, but he informed those present that he had received some complaints from some residents.

The installation of the Pedestrian Crossing at Sliabh Breagh / Cherrybrook will commence shortly.  A Footpath will be constructed along Sliabh Breagh side of road to tie in the crossing with the existing footpath/bus bay adjacent to the Sliabh Breag/N2 junction. Some trees may have to be removed on safety grounds. He was awaiting a report back from a Tree Surgeon regarding trees at various trees within the Town and Mid Louth Area. 
Tenders had been received for proposed blacktop overlay works on the N52 at Dowdstown. These works would include:-

The removal and re-installation of the Mini Roundabout at Christ the King, blacktop works on the road surface of the N52 Roundabout and blacktop overlay works on St Patrick’s Tce.
Cllr Hatrick remarked on the use of contractors from Northern Ireland and enquired as to whether they were required to pay pension contributions etc.  Paddy Donnelly stated that under EU legislation covering tenders, that all companies had to demonstrate that they were paying such contributions.
MINUTE 65/11
Notice of Question

From Cllr Malone

8.1   ‘Due to financial constraints on the government, will there be finance for major projects in Ardee in the immediate future?’
Response: 

Roads : Louth County Council received funding in 2011 to progress the Ardee Western Bypass land acquisition which we should conclude this year. We will continue to prepare documents etc so that if money comes available this project will be in a position to progress to contract. 

Water Services - Upgrade of Ardee Waste Water Treatment Plant is included in current water services investment program.  There has been no indication that exchequer funding in regards same is an issue.
Cllr Malone re-iterated the question.  P Donnelly remarked that there were a number of projects, county wide, that needed funding and that a saving of €4.2m had to be made.  Funding is being sought at every opportunity and this will continue and works will be prioritised accordingly.
Cllr McGeough stated that Cllrs should put pressure to bear on those concerned regarding funding for major infrastructural projects which are crucial to the development of the town.
MINUTE 66/11
Notice of Motion
From Cllr Hatrick

9.1
" That Market House Lane become One Way In the westbound direction to the junction of McCreanor's Terrace and Old Chapel Lane and that Sean O'Carroll become One Way in the eastbound direction from the junction off Market Street,Castle Street to the Junction off Old Chapel Lane.  Due to the volume off traffic using these streets and the narrowness of same since Sean O'Carroll was extended to connect with the Link Road the N33’.
S O’Reilly stated that the current two way system is currently acting as a natural traffic calming measure. t was proposed in a previous planning application that the corner at Market House Lane would be widened but as this development did not proceed the widening of the junction is unlikely to happen in the near future.
Discussions followed regarding this motion and it was decided that more information was needed as to whether the majority of residents in the area wanted this change.  The motion was withdrawn by Cllr Hatrick.

MINUTE 67/11
Notice of Motion From Other Councils

Notice of Motion Adopted by Ardee Town Council re: opposition to Nuclear Power Plants was also adopted by the following Councils:

· Tullamore Town Council

Notice of Motion Adopted by Ardee Town Council re: Litter Wardens was also adopted by the following Councils:

· Monaghan Town Council

· Wexford Borough Council

MINUTE 68/11
Correspondence

Bank of Ireland – Noted

John Hewitt Society – Noted

AMAI – A Case for Town Local Government in Ireland in 21st Century – noted
AMAI – Annual Conference Sept 8th to 10th.  After discussion on the matter it was decided that Cllr Farrelly and Cllr Minogue should attend the conference.  Any other Cllr who wished to go could do so but would not claim expenses.

MINUTE 69/11

A.O.B.
Adaptation Grants – It was proposed by Cllr Malone and seconded by Cllr McKenny that ATC should write to other councils to ask that they write to the minister to ensure that the Adaptation Grants are not reduced further in 2012.

This concluded the meeting.
Signed:       ____________________               Dated:           _____________
